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Statistics Canada Estimates Higher Canola Production(December 5, 2001)

Statistics Canada has estimated the canola crop at 5.062 mt, up from its previous estimate of
4.789 mt. The revised figure comes as somewhat of a surprise to the trade and has pressured
prices. The increase came from a rise in both area and yields. Area has risen in Alberta and
Saskatchewan. All three Prairie provinces have shown greater yields, from 22.3 bu/ac in the last
report to 23.2 bu/ac. For details, look online at statcom-online.com/bullet data/canolacrop.gif

Saskatchewan is Ready to Relax Farm Land Ownership Laws

The Saskatchewan government wants to change the laws that limit out-of-province
landownership, Agriculture Minister Clay Serby has announced. During the spring legislative
session, Serby said his government plans to bring the Farm Land Security Act in line with more
liberal ownership rules in Alberta and Manitoba. The current law restricts out-of-Saskatchewan
landowners to 320 acres if the purchaser lives elsewhere in Canada and 10 acres if the purchaser
is a foreign resident. Critics say the rules discourage investment and limit growth in the
province's agriculture industry. “This is seen as a hindrance to economic development and we're
making a commitment to put it on the legislative agenda,” said Serby. In Manitoba, out-of-
province Canadians can own up to 640 acres, but in Alberta there is no restriction on how much
land Canadians can own, Serby said. Restrictions for foreign landowners are tighter, with both
Alberta and Manitoba keeping the number of acres owned by those outside of Canada to less than
200. Serby said there is little appetite in Saskatchewan to widely open up foreign landownership,
although he said the matter is up for debate. In an attempt to get more agricultural labourers,
Serby also said Saskatchewan will consider participating in a federal seasonal employment
program. Several other provinces are involved in the program, which allows residents of other
countries to come to Canada and work for up to eight months in different sectors of agriculture,
like fruit picking or beekeeping. To date, Saskatchewan has not participated in the program,
despite complaints from industry about a lack of labour.
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AN ALBERTA ISSUE: The Alberta Fuel Rebate - Take Advantage of it While it Lasts . . .
To date, independent dealers throughout Alberta have been able to apply for a fuel rebate that has
mean as much as $20,000 for some. To apply, independent dealers must complete a form that
tracks the hours of use and mileage for both business and private purposes on vehicles.
Application can be made to Tax Back, a company that administers the program for a percentage
of the rebate, to receive the fuel rebate on the private portion. The application process is time
consuming and tedious, but well worth the financial payoff. However, this may be the last year
for the fuel rebate, since some MLAs indicate the government of Alberta is expected to do away
with the program shortly. So, get your applications in as soon as possible. For more information
on the fuel rebate program, contact Tax Back, Suite 710, 7015 MacLeod Trails, Calgary, Alberta
T2H 2K6, Tel: 403-252-3128, Toll Free: 1-800-265-3835, Fax: 403-252-1429, Email:
info@taxback.ab.ca, Website: www.taxback.ab.ca.

On another note, how much are you paying to plate your vehicles? Some independent dealers use
farm plates and farm fuel for their vehicles, for a big cost savings. The current wording of
provincial legislation may open the way for independent dealers to take advantage of a “259"
plate. Users of the “259" plate can not use farm fuel, but only pay $60 for the plate. Some of our
independent dealers have made a presentation to the Standing Committee on Agriculture asking
that independent dealers be allowed to use the “259" plate. There are many examples of vehicles
using the “259" plate, including milk trucks, tow trucks, public services vehicles, some
tradesmen, cereal cleaning trucks, etc. Lobby your local MLA about how independent dealers
might be able to take advantage of this cost reduction, especially if the fuel rebate program ends.
A list of AB MLAs is available on the I.D.E.A. website at www.independentdealers.com, in the
“Just Members” area, or by contacting the .D.E.A. office.

Do you have a regional or provincial issue you would like the I.D.E.A. office to look into?
Contact us at 306-933-4904.
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